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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.  
Part A: Curriculum music 
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 
At Whaddon, we have timetabled music lessons in Key Stage 1 and 2 as well as music appreciation in every class. We use the Kapow music scheme for our lessons which is aligned to the National Curriculum for Music. When using the scheme and its progressive week-by-week lessons, we are guaranteeing to be meeting all the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum and progress is evident through observations, class records (inc audio/video recordings) and our progression documents. Reception children learn songs and basic musical skills; they also have spontaneous opportunities to sing, play and respond to music in their Child Led Choice times. Classes use Wake and Shake or musical movement breaks to facilitate body/mind alertness during the learning day; while calming music or soundscapes are used to enhance focus or provide mindful experiences.  Observations and assessments of children have demonstrated an increasing knowledge of key music vocabulary being recalled. Lesson observations/drop ins have shown all pupils engaged and active during the lessons, including SEND. We have a wide range of tuned and untuned instruments that can be used in the lessons and our curriculum. Our music appreciation (listening) ensures a variety of music and genres are listened to and discussed. Teachers have good knowledge of musical elements and teaching children how to listen and appreciate a piece of music. Using Out of the Ark singing resources, we explore and reinforce wider curriculum subjects and special events through song.  Songs may also be used to practise specific skills such as times tables or to reinforce routines (eg lining up or sitting calmly). 
Part B: Co-curricular music 
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including instrumental lessons and singing/playing for performances, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
At Whaddon we are fortunate to have many opportunities for the children to develop their music skills. Assemblies take place with a range of songs being learnt and performed, notably on special occasions such as Harvest or Easter, when children take part with confidence and enthusiasm. We have a range of music tuition available via music tutors, with a wide range of instruments being learnt, these include: Guitars, Ukuleles, Piano and Clarinets. These are offered to children across the school with Pupil Premium funding used to enable inclusion of all pupils. Throughout the year our children enjoy taking part in a productions that feature songs, carol singing, music performances and singing within class assemblies which are performed to parents and peers. We have some children who take part in music performances outside of school.  
Part C: Musical experiences 
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 
At Whaddon, we utilise links with the music tutors to encourage instrumentalists to progress to performing for others. Parents and carers are fully supportive of music making and we have a good parental and wider family support at productions. Music is played and appreciated in classrooms with a range of themes and genres.  We are keen for pupils to experience live music and have attended performance such as the MK Panto and schools events at The Stables, Wavendon. We promote links with local secondary schools so that pupils can be inspired by the music played by older pupils.
In the future 
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 
Our school development plan outlines our endeavours to build on our music strengths and progress by reevaluating the current curriculum to upskill in-line with the model music curriculum. This includes an overview of the composers and artists are exposed to, ensuring an inclusive and broad range. We are going to continue to develop children’s composition skills and the notation of this. We will continue to develop school singing repertoire and children’s performance skills with more opportunities to perform music learned in class, with our local music tutors and in the community. This could take the form of a termly event where many types of instrumental pieces are shared with a school based audience in addition to the many singing-based events.  We would love to provide our children with more opportunities to watch live music performances and develop a strong pupil voice. Furthermore, we will continue to provide our staff with CPD to continue to develop their confidence and subject knowledge.  We are considering having a music specialist working with each class for a half-term block in the year 2025-26 to enrich and deepen both pupil experience and offer staff development. 
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